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DETAILED ACTION 
C/a/m Rejections - 35 (JSC § 102 

1. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

by another Who has fulfilled the requi™™* ?f wSSi M °" '""matlonal appllcatto 

title before the Invention thereof by\e apptont tofS ' °' °' 

Claims 1-14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Nosaki 
et al. (US 5673373), 

Regarding claim 1, Nosaki teaches a facsimile apparatus (shown in fig. 1) 
capable of receiving confidential image data from an origin and provided with a 
confidential reception function (shown in figures 1 and 3; col. 3, lines 42-57 and col. 4, 
line 57), comprising: a memory 46 which stores received confidential data (see fig. 3, 
item 46 and 61a; col. 3, lines 36-50); a notification data transmission means CPU 11 for 
transmitting notification data to said origin (see col. 2. lines 6-7) indicating that the 
confidential image data has not been retrieved (see fig, 1 1; col, 6, lines 24-28 and col. 
8, lines 22-31 ; also col. 6, lines 1 1-24), in the event that the confidential image data 
stored in the memory area has not been retrieved in a predetermined time (see fig. 1 1 
and 25 (item 3" parag.); and col. 1, lines 57-63; and col. 8, lines 22-31; col. 8. line 64 
through col. 9 line?) ; and a deletion means 70 for deleting the confidential image data 
from the memory in response to the completion of transmission of said notification data 
by the notification data transmission means (see fig. 1 1 , last item; and col. 7 line. 64- 
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67 and col. 8 , lines 3?-n - also fig. 3. elennen. 70; and col. 6, lines 1 1-24); Wherein said 
notification data is transmitted if the confidential image data has not been retrieved after 
a predetermined time (see col. 5, line 66 through col. 6, line 7 and col. 8, lines 32-37). 

Regarding claim 2, Nosaki further teaches wherein said notiflcafion data includes 
at least a part of the confidential image data (see fig. 1 1 , first item; and col. 7, lines 64- 
67). 

Regarding claim 3, Nosaki further teaches wherein said notification data includes 
fime information of the confidenfial image data transmission (see col. 12, lines 17-19). 

Regarding claim 4, Nosaki further teaches wherein said notification data includes 
an addressee infom,ation of the confidential image data (see fig. 11 and col. 8. lines 22- 
37; and col. 7, lines 46-50; see also col. 5, lines 43-52). 

Regarding claim 5, Nosaki further teaches wherein said notification data includes 
infomiatlon providing nofification that the confidential image was erased (see fig. 1 1 , 
last item and col. 6, lines 14-34; see also col. 8, lines 22-31). 

Regarding claim 6, Nosaki further teaches a retransmission means for re- 
transmitting the notification data when transmission of the notification data is not 
completed successfully (see fig. 1 1, item infom, user; cel. 8, lines col. 8, lines 22-31). 
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Regarding claim 7, Nosaki further teaches a prohibiting means for prohibiting 
said deletion of the ccr^den«al image data when the transmission of the notiflcation 
data is not completed after a predetem,ined times of retransmission attempts (see fig. 
19 and 25; and col. 10, lines 16-43). 

Regarding claim 8, Nosaki further teaches an identificafion means for identifying 
a transmitter telephone number based on transmitted data (see fig. 15; and col. 3, lines 
51-54; and col. 9, lines 51-60); wherein said memory stores the transmitter telephone 
number in connection with the confidential image (see col. 5, lines 43-51). 

Regarding claim 9, Nosaki further teaches wherein said nofifioation data 
transmission means transmits the notification data using the identified telephone 
number by the identification means (see fig. 1 1 and col. 3, lines 51-54; and col. 8, lines 
22-31; and col. 7, lines 46-50; see also col. 5, lines 43-52). 

Regarding claim 1 0, Nosaki further teaches wherein said memory stores a time 
of receipt of the confidenfial image data in, connection with the confidential image (see 
col. 12, lines 17-19). 

capable of receiving confidential image data from an origin and provided with a 
confidential reception function (shown in figures 1 and 3; col. 3, lines 42-57 and col. 4, 
line 57), comprising: a memory 46 which stores received confidential data (see fig. 3, 
item 46 and 61a; col. 3, lines 36-50); a notification data tmnsmission means CPU 1 1 for 
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transmitting notification data to said origin (see col. 2, lines 6-7) indicating ,t,at ,l,e 
confidential image data has not l^een retrieved (see fig. 1 1 ; col. 6, lines 24-28 and col. 
8. lines 22-31 ; also col. 6, lines 1 1-24), in the event that the confidential image data 
stored in the memo^, area has not been retrieved in a predetemiined time (see fig. 1 1 
and 25 (item parag.); and col. 1, lines 57-63; and col. 8, lines 22-31: col. 8. lin. 64 
throuqhcol.9line? ): and a deletion means 70 for deleting the confidential image data 
from the memory in response to the compleflon of transmission of said notification data 
by the notification data transmission means (see fig. 11. last item; and coUJines64, 
67 and col. 8 , lines 3?-31 ; also fig. 3, element 70; and col. 6, lines 1 1-24)"^ 

Regarding claim 11, Nosal<i teaches a facsimile apparatus provided with a 
confidential reception funcfion (see fig. 3, items 21-23; col. 3, lines 42-57 and col. 4, line 
57), comprising: a memory which stores received confidenfial image data (see fig. 3, 
item 46 and 61a; col. 3, lines 36-50); an output means for outputting stored confidential 
image data in response to input of a passwonJ by an operator (see fig. 3, item 35, col. 5, 
lines 32-37 and col. 6, lines 9-24); a detem-ination means for detemiining whether 
confidential image data has been output by the output means 35 within a predetemiined 
fime after its recepKon (see fig. 11, item infom, user; see col. 1, lines 57-63; and col. 8, 
lines col. 8, lines 22-31); a noHfication data transmission means for transmitting 
notification data indicating that confidential image data has not been output (see fig. 1 1 ; 
also col. 6, lines 8-24), when the detemiinatlon means 61 (col. 3, lines 56-59) has 
detemiined that output of the confidential image data has not been performed (see fig. 
1 1 , item infom, user; col. 8, lines col. 8, lines 22-31); a detection means (CPU 1 1 , col, 6, 
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lines 24-31) for detecting proper con,pletion of transmission of the notification data (see 
fig. 1 1, last item; and col. 7, lines 64-67); and a deletion means 70 for deleflng 
confidential image data from the memo^ in response to detection by the detection 
means (see fig. 1 1, las, item; and col. 7, lines 64-67; also fig. 3, element 70; and col. 6, 
lines 11-24). 

Regarding claim 12, Nosaki further teaches wherein said notification data 
indudes at least a part of the confidential image data (see fig. 1 1, first item; and col. 7, 
lines 64-67). 

Regarding claim 13, Nosaki teaches a managing method for managing a 

confidenfial received image in a facsimile apparatus provided with a confidential 

reception function (see fig. 3, items 21-23; col. 3, lines 42-57 and col. 4, line 57), 

comprising the steps of: receiving confidential image data and storing the image data in 

a memon, (see fig. 3, item 46 and 61a; col. 3, lines 36-50); monitoring whether the 

stored confidential image data has been output within a predetemiined time after the 

image data reception (see fig. 11, item infom, user; see col. 1, lines 57-63; and col. 8, 

lines col. 8, lines 22-31); transmifflng notification data indicating that output has not 

occurred, when output has no, occurred within the predetem,lned time (see fig. 1 1 , item 

infom, user; col. 8, lines col. 8, lines 22-31); detecting proper completion of transmission 

of the notification data (see col. 6, lines 14-23); and deleflng the confidential image data 

from the memory in response to a detection (see fig. 1 1, last Hem; and col. 7, lines 64- 
67). 
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Regarding claim 14, Nosaki further teaches wherein said notification data 
includes at least a part of the confidential image data (see fig. 1 1 , first item; and col. 7, 
lines 64-67). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C, 103(a) which fomis the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

the pnor art are such thai the S?S a^. Si k""*^^ " ^ "^"f'" ^ 
invention was made lo a person S „d 4r» .Sll ,hf » ^VT" " «™ 

Patentability sn,,, no. beSega«vedb^hnTn?;err/h?^LTnS5n"^^^^^^ 
Claim 15 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Nosaki 
et al. (US 5673373) and further in view of Karaki Masato (06070079 A). 

Regarding claim 15, Nosaki teaches a fecsimile apparatus (shown in fig. 1) 
capable of receiving confidential image data from a source (shown in figures 1 and 3; 
col. 3, lines 42-57 and col. 4, line 57), comprising: a memory 46 capable of storing 
received confidential image data (see fig. 3, item 46 and 61a; col. 3, lines 36-50); a 
notification transmitter adapted to transmit noHfication data to the source (see col. 2, 
lines 6-7); a confimiation apparatus 61 adopted to confim, receipt of the notification data 
by the source (see col. 8, lines 22-26); a deleting apparatus 70 adapted to delete stored 
confidential image data (see fig. 1 1 , last item; and ool. 7. lines fi4-fi7 , „— 

22:23; also fig. 3, element 70; and col. 6, lines 11-24). 

Nosaki further teaches wherein the notification transmitter transmits the 
notificafion data after a predetemnined time if the confidential image data has not been 



Application/Control Number: 09/108 715 

Art Unit: 2624 " ^^9® 8 

retrieved (see flg. 1 1 and 25 (item 3" parag.); and col. 1, lines 57-63; and col. 8, lines 
22-31 ; coi. 8. line fi 4 through nnl a , Una ■>) 

However, Nosaki does not explicitly teach the deleting apparatus deletes the 
confidential image data when the confirmation apparatus confirms that the source has 
retrieved the notification data. This deletion method is taught by Masato. 

Masato teaches a facsimile apparatus (shown in fig. 1) that deletes the image 
data when the confimiatlon apparatus confimis that the source has retrieved the 
notification data (see lines 7-12 of abstract). Thus, Masato increases the capacity of 
image data storage by deleting the image data and prevents imprudent deletion of 
Image data (see lines 15-17 of abstract). 

Therefore it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skilled in the art to 
modify Nosaki's deieflon apparatus 70 and incorporate Masato instruction control 
means 20 in order to produce a facsimile that would be able to deletes the confidential 
image data when the confimiation apparatus conflmis that the source has retrieved the 
notification data. This resultant facsimile would have the capability to delete the excess 
image data Infom-ation after receiving confirmation that the source has retrieved the 
notification data thereby increasing the capacity of Image data storage for receiving new 
image data and prevents Imprudent deletion of image data (see lines 15-1 7 of abstract). 

THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL 
3. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire 
THREE MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed 
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Within TWO MONTHS of tt,e .ailing date o, this final action and the adviso^ aoBon is 
not mailed until afterthe end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then 
the Shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and 
any extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date 
of the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire 
later than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

Contact Information 

4. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Kaveh Cyrus Kianni whose telephone number is (703) 308-1216 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday from 8:30 a.m. to 6:00 p.m If 
attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David Moore, can be reached at (703) 308-7452. 
Any response to this action should be mailed to: 
Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 
Washington, D.C. 20231 
or faxed to: 

(703) 308-9051 . (for formal communications intended for entry) 

(703) 308-5397. (for informal or draft communications, please label 
"PROPOSED" or "DRAFT") 

Hand ddivered responses should be brought to Crystal Park II, 2121 Crystal 
Dnve, Arlington, VA., Sixth Floor (Receptionist). 

be dire2 to'ttr ' ' p""' " "'"'"^ *° ^^^^"^ ^PP"^-^'- ^^ould 
be directed to the Group Receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 305-3900. 

Kaveh Cyrus Kianni 
Patent Examiner 
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